THE PANDIT'S WILL AND TESTAMENT

When Chikdevaraja Wadiyar became king
he made Vishalaksha Pandit his prime minister.
The King knew the Pandit since the days of his
boyhood when he was growing up in an uncle's
house in Hangala. The pandit was a Jain by
religion and a brahmin by caste. In those days
he was living in Chamarajanagar, with a good
income derived from patrimony and the practice
of astrology. Vishalaksha and the father of
Chikdevaraja had been friends from boyhood.
The Pandit had a look at the horoscope and the
lines on the palm of Chikdeva one day and said:
" Brother, you will be king." Chikdeva's household
was closely related to the then ruler of Mysore,
There was, however, no reason to think then that
Chikdeva would succeed to the kingdom. The
Pandit's prognostication of course pleased the
young man's parents but they did not believe that
it would turn out true.

Some time after that Vishalaksha had called
the boy up and said to him: " Do not grow like a
rustic. Exercise in the gymnasium, learn riding,
learn how to handle a sword. More than all, make
up your mind that when you become king you will
be a good ruler.59 He then added half jocosely :